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Remarks by Rideau Institute President Peggy Mason to the CNANW commemorative 

Webinar on 6 August 2020 for the 75th anniversary of the Hiroshima Nagasaki Atomic 

Bombings 

 

Thank you very much for the privilege of being able to participate in this solemn 75th 

anniversary event.  

 

When I was Ambassador for Disarmament, I and my colleagues from other nations traveled 

regularly to Japan for UN-sponsored meetings to promote confidence building and other steps to 

lower tensions and create an environment conducive to arms control. Those visits often included 

a trip to Hiroshima, to the Peace Park, at the epicentre of the nuclear bomb blast, and on at least 

one occasion to Nagasaki as well to visit survivors (hibakusha). 

 

On this 75th anniversary, we might have expected to be well on the way to the total elimination 

of nuclear weapons, especially after the huge progress made in the elimination of large parts of 

the Soviet and American arsenals at the end of the Cold War, and much more recently, after the 

2017 negotiation and opening for signature of the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 

Weapons (in respect of which we have had 3 new ratifications today – Ireland, Nigeria and Niue 

(Neway) bringing the total to 43 states parties, with 50 needed for Entry into Force (EIF).  

But, despite the wishes of the overwhelming majority of UN member states and peoples, we are 

moving further and further away from nuclear abolition, as previous speakers have said, with all 

9 nuclear armed states engaged to one degree or another in modernization efforts including an 

American programme to the tune of 2 trillion dollars.  As worrying, the cardinal lesson of the 

cold war – that a nuclear war can never be won and so must never be fought – seems to be 

eroding with both the American and Russian nuclear doctrines foreseeing new roles for nuclear 

weapons including more advanced so-called tactical or battlefield nuclear weapons - weapons 

with lower explosive yield, relatively speaking, and more accuracy, giving the “illusion of 

usability” to quote the U.S. Congress of the 1990’s which refused to authorize their development 

at that time.  

The Canadian Network to Abolish Nuclear Weapons, in which the Rideau Institute is a proud 

member, has issued a Call to Action for the Government of Canada to reassert the leadership role 

we used to play in advancing practical steps towards nuclear disarmament. Specifically the GOC 

is asked to heed the unanimous, Lib, Conservative and NDP  2018 recommendation of the House 

of Commons National Defence Committee that Canada exercise a leadership role within NATO, 

engaging in dialogue on how that collective defence body can live up to its commitment to begin 

to develop the conditions for a world without nuclear weapons.  Certainly a first step in that 

regard would be for the 5 US nuclear weapons basing countries – Germany, Netherlands, Italy, 

Belgium and Turkey – to refuse to accept the upgraded tactical nuclear weapons to which I 
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referred earlier. Certainly, if this were to be decided by the publics of those 5 countries (all of 

which are non-nuclear members of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty), this incredibly 

destabilizing American plan would be roundly rejected.  

The Call to Action is also for ordinary Canadians to let the government know they support this 

leadership role toward nuclear disarmament by Canada.  

There is a further aspect to the Call to Action that I want to highlight – and that is the call on 

Canada to adopt and promote a new paradigm of national security based upon the principle of 

sustainable common security for all states and all peoples. 

The pandemic has raised the question worldwide as to why we are spending so much money on 

weapons and military responses when they are manifestly USELESS in the face of the existential 

threats of climate change and the destruction of nature.  

American Presidential candidate Joe Biden has announced a 2 trillion dollar plan for a green 

transition of the American economy. That could be fully funded by ditching the nuclear weapons 

modernization programme. 

Similarly in Canada we are going to need significant funds to propel the greening of our 

economy. The new defence budget announced in 2017 included a 70% increase in defence 

spending over 10 years, much of it set to kick in in 2021, for yet more new military equipment 

including new fighter jets. Yet, the Department of Defence cannot spend the money already 

allocated to it – leaving almost 2 billion unspent in 2018 for example. 

Why not spend this additional funding on staving off the twin existential threats of climate 

change and the destruction of nature? 

The third existential threat is of course nuclear Armageddon. The only answer is a new security 

paradigm that recognizes we can only achieve true security when the goal is the common 

security of all states and their peoples, not holding the globe hostage through the threat of 

nuclear annihilation.  

We have called this at the Rideau Institute a shift to sustainable peace and common security.  

I call now on all Canadians to support the CNANW Call to Action by conveying their support by 

phone, by letter, by email to the PM or local MP. The Rideau Institute website also has an email 

address in our 4 Aug blog through which folks can also signal their support for a Canadian 

leadership role at the UN on nuclear disarmament and in the long overdue shift to sustainable 

peace and common security. 

 

Thank you 

https://rideauinstitute.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/2018-Update-A-Shift-to-Sustainable-Peace-and-Common-Security.pdf
https://rideauinstitute.ca/2020/08/04/75-years-since-the-nuclear-bombing-of-hiroshima-and-nagasaki-we-remember/
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